
CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 19th FEBRUARY 2004. 

Present:
Bill Shaw – Chair 









Yvonne Bradbury



Tim Harker



David Brown




Jonny Sykes



Nick Conder




David Clark – Parish Clerk


In attendance :  KDC Cllr Peter Veasey .
ITEM 1 :
APOLOGIES
  : Cllr B Withers (ill health) & WCC Cllr D Lay.
ITEM 2 :
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS :  There were none.
ITEM 3 :
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

3.1
Approval of the Minutes of the meeting on 15th January 2004 was proposed by 

Cllr J Sykes, seconded by Cllr N Conder,  and approved by all.  

ITEM 4 :
MATTERS ARISING
4.1
Maps identifying residences (Item 4.1) : These had completed circulation and were placed on display by the Clerk.   It was agreed that they should be returned to KDC, cc Devizes Emergency Services Control, with a request that their records be updated and the amendments forwarded to the emergency services for similar action.   Action : Clerk

4.2
Post Office (Item 4.3)   The Chair reported that the Post Office would reopen on the X Keys site – hours of business 09.30 to 14.30 on Wednesdays and Fridays – with effect from 24th March..  This was welcomed as a positive development for the community and the Clerk was asked to publish the detail in the Chronicle forthwith.   Action : Clerk

4.3
Village Design Statement (Item 4.4)  Cllr J Sykes, the PC representative, reported that a Parish Consultation Meeting was now planned for March.  This was welcomed by all as a positive indication of progress.

4.4
New Tree at Upper Chute Green (Item 4.5)   The Chair noted that a Common Oak (Quercus Rubur) supplied by Cllr J Sykes was planted on 25 January: a very robust English form.

4.5
Replacement of Finger Signposts (Item 4.6)      The Clerk explained that, following clarification of the position on ‘restricted use signs on Forest lane – see Item 4.8 below – a letter had now been sent to Mr John Turner clarifying the work to be undertaken. This took the form of  an appropriate extract from the minutes of the meeting on 11th December. 
4.6
Children’s Road Safety Initiative (Road-signs)(Item 4.7)   The Clerk drew attention to his summary of actions required - emailed to all – and noted that there had been no progress to date. After discussion he was advised to chase action and, given the imminence of more extensive use of the green by children as Spring approached, if he received no useful response he should seek to contact interested parties directly to seek advice on key matters such as location, design, dimensions, approval and funding. Action : Clerk
4.7
Neighbourhood First Responder Unit.    Cllr T Harker reported that St John Ambulance representatives had said they were prepared to come and address interested people if there were sufficient interest: he would seek to arranges this.  Action : T Harker

4.8
Use of Forest Lane by Unsuitable Vehicles (Item 8)     The Clerk advised that Steve Cross, Divisional Highways Manager, had acknowledged a prima facie case for an advisory notice given that Forest Lane was an unclassified road.  He had now had the road inspected and was happy to arrange for the erection of such a notice at each end of the lane.  Action would have to await funding but he hoped to install the signs early in the new Financial Year. 
4.9
Impact of Greater Access to the Countryside (Item 10.6)  Given Cllr D Brown’s absence from the previous meeting, his note on this subject was discussed further. It was recognised that significant investment could follow the development proposed for the countryside and should not be lost by default.  However, the Council view was that all footpaths and bridleways at least were and should remain Category ‘C’ and as such were not likely to attract major development. It was confirmed that the position should be watched with care but that no initiatives were required at present.

ITEM 5:
APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS
5.1
Payment of £305.50 to Ian Pocock Tree Surgeon was proposed by Cllr N Conder, seconded by Cllr D Brown.  Payment of £22.00 to the Village Hall was proposed by Cllr N Conder, seconded by Cllr J Sykes.  Both proposals were then agreed by all.

 ITEM 6:
TENDER FOR WORK ON TREE NEAR THE CHURCH
6.1
The Clerk drew attention to the work carried out by Ian Pocock Tree Surgeons without charge on the tree near the church (purple leafed plum) and the quote of £145 vat ex he had volunteered for required work. After discussion it was agreed that Cllr D Brown would undertake some low level remedial work and would liaise with the KDC arboricultural officer. Action : D Brown
ITEM 7:
CHILDREN’S PLAY FACILITY PROPOSAL BY MRS MUSTEY
7.1
The Chair referred to the 19th January 2004 response from the legal department of KDC – previously circulated.  In essence it confirmed the potential complications which had been anticipated and finished with the following advice:-

“In conclusion, I must advise that this is a complex proposal that will probably take some time to resolve. As such, you should seek your own independent legal advice so that you are fully advised as to all the issues arising, not least the need, if this was to proceed, for your Council to be given a realistic estimate of the likely level of legal fees it would incur.”
7.2
After discussion it was agreed by all that the Parish Council remained interested in principle in the land-swap proposed by Mrs. J Mustey.   Further that it would best be approached in a phased manner.  For example,  to seek to arrange the basic land-swap with the resultant re-provision of any necessary allotments and the new provision of a simple grassed play area for children.  A second phase could then be pursued with the objective of providing appropriate play-ground equipment/facilities.

7.3
It was also agreed by all that the KDC on procurement of legal advice must be followed : it was noted that even the legal support for prudent exploratory work on the proposal would be relatively expensive for this small Parish. It was further noted that there was no financial provision for costs associated with this proposal in FY 2004/05. 
7.4
The Chair then proposed that the next step forward was to write direct to Mrs J Mustey explaining the funding difficulties which the Council faced and the resultant dilemma in which it found itself in attempting to respond positively to her proposal. This was agreed by all - the Clerk to draft a letter for the Chair.  Action : Clerk
ITEM 8:
YOUTH INITIATIVES - PREVENTION OF ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
8.1
The Chair noted that enquiries by the Clerk and through Tidworth Dev’t Trust had both culminated with a response from Community First staff ( Helie Franklin who deals with community plans and youth consultation exercises – and Marion Rayner who specialises in Play Area matters).   This response - copy distributed to all - indicated that the starting point should be consultation with the community and offered to advise on this. It was agreed that this offer should be taken up – Cllr D Brown volunteered to follow up and would keep the Vice Chair in the picture.  Action : D Brown
8.2
The Chair then took the opportunity to outline the ‘Families in Focus’ scheme : a new service for Wiltshire – detail provided by Tidworth Dev’t Trust.  This provides multi-agency intervention, without resort to the police, where children are repeat offenders in terms of anti-social behaviour.  This was welcomed.     
ITEM 9 :
CHUTE RELIEF IN-NEED CHARITY – TRUSTEE NOMINATION
9.1
The Chair stated that Mrs Margaret Pike of Upper Chute had confirmed her willingness to accept re-nomination and Mrs V Alderson of Chute Cadley had confirmed her willingness to accept nomination.  He then proposed that they should be formally nominated as the two Chute Parish Council Nominative Trustees.  This was agreed by all.  The Clerk to write accordingly to the Charity – copy to nominees.  Action : Clerk
ITEM 10 :
USE OF MECHANICALLY PROPELLED VEHICLES ON RofW
10.1
The Chair noted that circulation of the above DEFRA consultation document had been completed.  He summarised the responses as a clear welcome for the general thrust of the document but concern over the weakness in the approach apparent in Proposal 5.  This states that applications for definitive map modification orders (DMMOs) submitted before the end of the one year (post legislation) cut-off date (or already in progress)  would continue to be processed to final determination.  Given the implicit time lapse of at least 1½ years from now and the level of activity by the ‘off-roader’ groups,  the proposed legislation seemed unlikely to provide any relief/solution to the problems of rural areas such as ours.  This summary was agreed by all.

10.2
After further discussion it was agreed by all that GLEAM should be approached for advice on their analysis of the consultative document and, subject to any advice from that source, the Pariss councils views should be submitted to DEFRA along the foregoing lines : nb out of committee since the deadline for receipt by DEFRA is19th March 2004.   Action : Clerk/Chair 

ITEM 11 :
QUALITY PARISH SCHEME - COMMUNICATIONS
11.1
The Chair noted that the ODPM booklet ‘The Quality Parish Scheme Explained - June 2003’ and the national Training Strategy booklet ‘The Portfolio Guide & Assessment Criteria’ (for the Clerk) had completed circulation.  There was agreement that, of the criteria for assessment, action should be taken to meet best practice standards irrespective of a decision to apply for ‘Quality’ status.  Action to improve ‘communications’ standards had been identified as required, as detailed below, and he proposed that this be taken forthwith.  This was agreed by all. 
11.1.1  Names & contact detail for Members should be promulgated at least 4 times per year – rather than annually – this to be placed in the Chronicle quarterly. This information also to be placed on permanent display on the official notice-board.  Action : Clerk
11.1.2
A central e.mail address to be set up : a free mailbox could be obtained and the password provided to all members and the Clerk.   Action : Chair
ITEM 12 :
COUNCIL PROCEDURE FOR PLANNING APPLICATIONS
12.1
The Chair advised that, following the discussion at the last meeting he had obtained advice from KDC to the effect that it was not practicable to provide plans etc on line.  He had also asked the Clerk to liaise with a selection of comparable Parishes and was satisfied that their procedures were broadly in line with this Council.  He had however identified the following two ways in which he proposed that Council procedures could be improved . These were agreed by all.
12.1.1
Planning should be a standard item on the Agenda and the position adopted by the Council on each application should be recorded in the Minutes (currently displayed at each meeting by the Clerk).  Action : Clerk
12.1.2 
 The notice of the Council position on each application sent to KDC should also be copied to the applicant.  Action : Clerk
 ITEM 13 :
 ANY OTHER BUSINESS
13.1
KDC Cllr Peter Veasey reminded Members that he should be advised if the Council wished him to represent them on any contentious Planning Applications – further that they had the right to speak at KDC committee meetings dealing with such matters.

13.2
Tibbs Meadow Footpath: The Clerk reported that he had been asked to seek improvement of the surface of the path from Tibbs Meadow to Butts Hill at the bus stop and was currently seeking to establish where responsibility lay – with great difficulty.   
13.3
Next Meeting and Close  - The Chair then noted that the next meeting was scheduled for 18th March 2004 and, there being no further business, closed the meeting.
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Signed


Dated


